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be anything more than the learned but gentle Jay                          j! or the able but innocuous Ellsworth had been. Also,                          I i as yet, the Supreme Court was, comparatively, pow-                           } i erless, and the Republican President had little cause                          [ j to fear from it that stern and effective resistance to                          f his anti-national principles, which he was so soon to                          | experience. Nor did the Federalists themselves sus-                          / pect that the Virginia lawyer and politician would                          ! reveal on the Supreme Bench the determination,                          ! courage, and constructive genius which was pres-                          } ently to endow that great tribunal with life and                          j j strength and give to it the place it deserved in our                          ! scheme of government.                                                                          1 In the opinions of those who thought they knew                            l him, both friend and foe, Marshall's character was                          ; well understood. All were agreed as to his extraor-                          | dinary ability. No respectable person, even among                         j; his enemies, questioned his uprightness. The charm                         j of his personality was admitted by everybody. But                          ; no one had, as yet, been impressed by the fact that                         t commanding will and unyielding purpose were Mar-                         | shall's chief characteristics. His agreeable qualities                         | tended to conceal his masterfulness. Who could                         I discern in this kindly person, with "lax, lounging                         f manners/* indolent, and fond of jokes, the heart                          f that dared all things? And all overlooked the influence of Marshall's youth, his determinative army                          !; life, his experience during the disintegrating years                         ^ after Independence was achieved and before the                         % Constitution was adopted, the effect of the French                         | Revolution on his naturally orderly mind, and the                         | part he had taken and the ineffaceable impressions                         |